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From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



Date of mailing (day/month/year) 

27 November 2001 (27.11.01) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
P70919.WO 



International application No. 
PCT/GB00/01435 



To: 



FRENCH, Give, Harry 
Harrison Goddard Foote 
Belgrave Hall 
Belgrave Street 
Leeds LS2 8DD 
ROYAUME-UNI 



IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 



International filing date (day/month/year) 
26 April 2000 (26.04.00) 



1. The following indications appeared on record concerning: 
| | the applicant Q the inventor [x] the agent 



Name and Address 

FRENCH, Clive, Harry 
Harrison Goddard Foote 
Fountain Precinct 
Balm Green 
Sheffield S1 1RZ 
United Kingdom 



| | the common representative 

| State of Residence 



State of Nationality 



Telephone No. 

00 44 113 241 2975 



Facsimile No. 

00 44113 245 2715 



Teleprinter No. 



2 The International Bureau hereby notifies the applicant that the following change has been recorded concerning: 
□ the person Q the name \x\ the address \J the nationality |_j the residence 



Name and Address 

FRENCH, Clive, Harry 
Harrison Goddard Foote 
Belgrave Hall 
Belgrave Street 
Leeds LS2 8DD 
United Kingdom 



State of Nationality 



State of Residence 



Telephone No. 

00 44 113 233 0100 



Facsimile No. 

00 44 113 233 0101 



Teleprinter No. 



3. Further observations, if necessary: 



4. A copy of this notification has been sent to: 
|~X] the receiving Office 
| | the International Searching Authority 



| | the designated Offices concerned 
|~X| the elected Offices concerned 
| ] othe 
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Authorized officer 


The International Bureau of WlPO 


Idhir BRITEL 


34. chemin des Colombettes 


1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 




Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 


Telephone No.: (41-22) 338.83.38 


Form PCT/IB/306 (March 1994) 


004490984 
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From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF THE RECORDING 
OF A CHANGE 

(PCT Rule 92bis.1 and 
Administrative Instructions, Section 422) 



Date of mailing {day/month/year) 
01 December 2000 (01.12.00) 



Applicant's or agenfs file reference 
P70919.WO 



International application No. 
PCT/GB00/01435 



To: 



FRENCH, Clive, Harry 
Harrison Goddard Foote 
Fountain Precinct 
Balm Green 
Sheffield S1 1RZ 
ROYAUME-UNI 



IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 



International filing date (day/month/year) 
26 April 2000 (26.04.00) 



. The following indications appeared on record concerning: 

Q the applicant □ the inventor [X] the agent 



[ | the common representative 



Name and Address 

FRENCH, Clive, Harry 
Dibb Lupton Alsop 
Fountain Precinct 
Balm Green 
Sheffield S1 1RZ 
United Kingdom 



Telephone No. 

00 44 113 241 2975 



Facsimile No. 

00 44 113 245 2715 




Name and Address 

FRENCH, Clive, Harry 
Harrison Goddard Foote 
Fountain Precinct 
Balm Green 
Sheffield S1 1RZ 
United Kingdom 



Telephone No. 

00 44 113 241 2975 



Facsimile No. 

00 44113 245 2715 



Teleprinter No. 



3. Further observations, if necessary: 



4. A copy of this notification has been sent to: 
|~X] the receiving Office 
| | the International Searching Authority 
| | the International Preliminary Examining Authority 



pX| the designated Offices concerned 
| | the elected Offices concerned 
[ | other: 



CO 

m 

I 

OS 



O 
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The International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20. Switzerland 



Authorized officer 

Christine Carrie 
Telephone No.: (4V22) 338.83.38 
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From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF ELECTION 

(PCT Rule 61 .2) 


To: 

Commissioner 

US Department of Commerce 
United States Patent and Trademark 
Office, PCT 

2011 South Clark Place Room 
CP2/5C24 

Arlington, VA 22202 
ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE 

in its capacity as elected Office 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
05 January ^UU I (uo.u l .u i j 


International application No. 
PCT/GB00/01435 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
P70919.WO 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
26 April 2000 (26.04.00) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 

30 April 1999 (30.04.99) 


Applicant 

COOLING, Geoffrey et al . , .. 



1 . The designated Office is hereby notified of its election made: 

["x| in the demand filed with the International Preliminary Examining Authority on: 

29 November 2000 (29.11.00) 



[ | in a notice effecting later election filed with the International Bureau on: 



2. The election Q<] was 
[ | was r 



made before the expiration of 1 9 months from the priority date or, where Rule 32 applies, within the time limit under 
Rule 32.2(b). 



o 
o 



The International Bureau of W1PO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 



Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 



Authorized officer 

Olivia TEFY 
Telephone No.: (41-22) 338.83.38 



Form PCT/IB/331 (July 1992) 



GB0001435 



PAItlMI UUUKthA I IUI^ ItttAI Y 



From the 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINING AUTHORITY 



To: 

SANDERSON, Nigel, Paul 

Tower House ( 
Merrion Way V ? v 0 
Leeds Lb2 8HA r 
GRANDE BRETAGNE a 


DPT 

, n o -NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL OF 
') ° THE INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Rule 71.1) 


Date of mailing ^ \ 
(day/month/year/ - 24.07.2001 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
NPS/P70919.WO 


^filPORTANf^OTffTCATION 


Internationa] application No. 
PCT/GB00/01435 


International filing date (day/montiVyear) 
26/04/2000 


Priority date (day/month/year) 
30/04/1999 


Applicant 

BIRKBYS PLASTICS LIMITED et al 



1. The applicant is hereby notified that this International Preliminary Examining Authority transmits herewith the 
international preliminary examination report and its annexes, if any, established on the international application. 

2. A copy of the report and its annexes, if any, is being transmitted to the International Bureau for communication 
to all the elected Offices. 



3. Where required by any of the elected Offices, the Internationa] Bureau will prepare an English translation of the 
report (but not of any annexes) and will transmit such translation to those Offices. 

4. REMINDER 

The applicant must enter the national phase before each elected Office by performing certain acts (filing 
translations and paying national fees) within 30 months from the priority date (or later in some Offices) (Article 
39(1)) (see also the reminder sent by the International Bureau with Form PCT/iB/301). 

Where a translation of the international application must be furnished to an elected Office, that translation must 
contain a translation of any annexes to the international preliminary examination 'report. It is the applicant's- 
responsibility to prepare and furnish such translation directly to each elected Office concerned. 

For further details on the applicable time limits and requirements of the elected Offices, see Volume II of the 
PCT Applicant's Guide. 



Name and mailing address of the I PEA/ 



European Patent Office 
D-80298 Munich 

Tei. +49 89 2399 - 0 Tx: 523656 epmu d 
Fax: +49 89 2399 - 4465 



Authorized officer 
Reiff, U 

Tel. +49 89 2399-8070 



Form PCT/IPEA/416 (July 1992) 



PA^JT COOPERATION TREAT"! 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agenrs file reference 
NPS/P70919.WO 


See Notification of Transmittal of International 
FOR FURTHER ACTION Preliminary Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/416) 


International application No. 
PCT/GBOO/01 435 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
26/04/2000 


Priority date (day/month/year) 
30/04/1 999 


international Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 

B60K26/02 / 0. J Vl 




Applicant 

BIRKBYS PLASTICS LIMITED et ai 



1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 9 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



Basis of the report 



Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations suporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 



If 


□ 


III 




IV 


H 


V 




Vi 


□ 


VII 


SI 


VIII 


IS 



Date of submission of the demand 
29/11/2000 


Date of completion of this report 
24.07.2001 


Name and mailing address of the international 
preliminary examining authority: 

European Patent Office 
0))) D-80298 Munich 

&r f Tel. +49 89 2399 - 0 Tx: 523656 epmu d 
Fax: +49 89 2399 - 4465 


Authorized officer ^<£SS^£\ 
Rinchard, L (f ^ }) 

Telephone No. +49 89 2399 81 60 ^ ^ 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (January 1994) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINAI 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/G BOO/0 1435 



I. Basis of the report 

1. With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70.16 and 70.17)): 
Description, pages: 

1-23 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1 -26 as originally filed 

Drawings, sheets: 

1 17-117 as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. . . 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 



Form PCT/I PEA/409 (Boxes l-VIII. Sheet 1) (July 1998) 
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□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

III. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

1. The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non- 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire international application. 

^ claims Nos. 17,22,26. 
because: 

□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which does 
not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 

□ the description, claims or drawings {indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. are so unclear 
that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 

□ the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed. 

□ no international search report has been established for the said claims Nos. . 

2. A meaningful international preliminary examination cannot be carried out due to the failure of the nucleotide , 
and/or amino acid sequence listing to comply with the standard provided for in Annex C of the Administrative 
Instructions: 

□ the written form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 

□ the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 

IV. Lack of unity of invention 

1 . In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 

□ restricted the claims. 
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□ paid additional fees. 

□ paid additional fees under protest. 

S neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

2. □ This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied and chose, according to Rule 

68.1 , not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 

3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 is 

□ complied with. 

□ not complied with for the following reasons: 

4. Consequently, the following parts of the international application were the subject of international preliminary 
examination in establishing this report: 

S all parts. 

□ the parts relating to claims Nos. . 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: Claims 7,9-16,18-21,23-25 

No: Claims 1-6,8 

Yes: Claims - 

No: Claims 1-16,18-21,23-25 



Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1-16,18-21,23-25 
No: Claims - 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 



VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 
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see separate sheet 
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Re Item III Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inv ntiv 
step and industrial applicability 

1 . Claims 1 7, 22 and 26 were still not examined, for the same reasons as those 
listed in the previous written opinion dated 31 .01 .2001 . These reasons can also 
be found in section VII of the present international preliminary examination report. 

Re Item IV Lack of unity of invention 

1 . The separate inventions are still: 

■ A pedal control assembly device (claims 1 to 16 and 23 to 26), and 

■ The use of a specific material to realise a pedal control assembly (claims 18 
to 21). 

2. They are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept (Rule 1 3.1 
PCT) for the reason that the objects of those inventions are different. 

Re Item V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, 
inventive step or industrial applicability; citations and 
explanations supporting such statement 

V.1. State of the art 

1 . Reference is made to the documents already mentioned in the previous written 
opinion: 



D1 
D2 
D3 



WO 97 30863 A 
US-A-5 567 759 
DE 195 21 821 C 
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V.2. Novelty of independent claim 1 

1 . The document D1 after reconsideration of the arguments of the applicant in his 
reply letter of the 9.04.2001 is still regarded by the examiner as being the closest 
prior art to the subject-matter of claim 1 , and discloses (the references in 
parentheses applying to this document): 



a) a control pedal assembly including a frictional hysteresis providing part 
(abstract), which comprises: 

b) a first friction surface mechanically linked to a control pedal arm (fig. 3, ref. 
15c and12); 

c) a second friction surface mechanically linked to a mounting bracket of the 
control pedal assembly (fig. 1 and fig. 3, ref. 16); 

d) a pivotally mounted friction surface member carrying one of the friction 
surfaces (fig. 3, ref. 12 and 13); and 

e) a resilient member pivotally biasing the friction surface member about an 
axis, so as to resiliently bias the first and second friction surfaces into mutual 
contact over a contact region (fig. 3, ref. 15 and page 6, lines 32 to 35), 

e) the first and second friction surfaces being so shaped that the area or the 
contact region increases as the pedal is depressed, and decreases as the 
pedal mores towards a rest position (page 7, lines 27 to 34). 

The subject-matter of claim 1 does not yet differ from this known hysteresis- 
inducing pedal assembly. The subject-matter of claim 1 is still therefore not novel 
(Article 33(2) PCT). 

V.3. Novelty of the subject-matters of dependent claims 2 to 6 and*8 

1 . The examiner is also still of the opinion that the subject-matters of dependent 
claims 2 to 6 and 8 are not novel (Article 33(2) PCT) because all their technical 
features are known in combination in document D1 (see fig. 1, ref. 1,4, 11 and 
13; page 7, lines 27 to 34; page 7, lines 4 to 7). 
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V.4. Inventive step of the subiect-matters of dependent claims 7. 9 to 13. 15 and 16 

1 . The problem to be solved by the present invention may therefore be regarded as 
to provide a pedal assembly able to resist variation in the position of the pedal due 
to bumps or shock, being easy to operate. 

2. The subject-matter of claim 7 is per se not new since it is disclosed in document 
D3 (Fig. 1 , ref. 2, 5a, 10, 12 and 13). Thus, dependent claim 7 does not contain 
any features which, in combination with the features of any claim to which it refers, 
meet the requirements of the PCT in respect of inventive step. 

3. The features of claims 9 to 1 2 are merely straightforward possibilities from which 
the skilled person would select, in accordance with circumstances, without the 
exercise of inventive skill, in order to make a lighter, cheaper and resistant pedal 
assembly (see also D2). 

4. The subject-matters of dependent claims 13, 15 and 1 6 cannot be considered as 
involving an inventive step in the sense of the Article 33(3) PCT because the 
claimed technical features can be found in or inspired by document D2 (see 
abstract and column 6, lines 9 to 13). 

V.5. Inventive step of the subject-matter of independent claims 14, 18 and 23 

1. As far as claims 14, 18 and 23 can be understood (see also VIII), an inventive 
step assessment is hereby produced. 

2. The features of claims 14, 18 and 23 are mostly described in document D2 as 
providing the necessary advantages requested in the realisation of a pedal 
assembly (moulding ability, stiffness, scratch resistance, and so on...) like the one 
therein claimed. The skilled person would therefore regard it as a normal design 
option to include this feature in the pedal assembly described in document D1 in 
order to solve the problem posed. 
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V.6. Inventive step of subject-matters of dependen t claims 19 to 21 , 24 and 25 

1 . The subject-matters of dependent claims 19 to 21 , 24 and 25 cannot be 

considered as involving an inventive step in the sense of the Article 33(3) PCT 
because the claimed technical features can be found in or inspired by document 
D2 (see abstract and column 6, lines 9 to 13). 

Re Item VII Certain defects in the international application 

1 . Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in the documents D1 to D3 is not mentioned in the description, nor are 
these documents identified therein. 

2. Claims 1 7, 22 and 26 contain references to the description or the drawings. 
According to Rule 6.2(a) PCT, claims should not contain such references except 
where absolutely necessary, which is not the case here. Furthermore, as the 
technical features they claimed are merely described in that way, they were not 
considered in this examination. 

Re Item VIII Certain observations on the international application 

VIII. 1. Clarity 

1. Claims 14, 17 and 23 are not supported by the description as required by Article 6 
PCT, as their scope is broader than justified by the description and drawings. The 
reasons are that they are written in an independent form mentioning any pedal 
assembly and not especially the one described. 

2. The vague and imprecise statement concerning the variations "within the scope of 
the invention" in the description on page 22, lines 24 to 28 implies that the 
subject-matter for which protection is sought may be different to that defined by 
the claims, thereby resulting in lack of clarity (Article 6 PCT) when used to 
interpret them (see also the PCT Guidelines, lll-4.3a). 
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Applicant's or agent* s file reference 
NPS/P70919.WO 


See Notification of Transmittal of International 
FOR FURTHER ACTION Preliminary Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/416) 


International application No. 
PCT/GB00/01435 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
26/04/2000 


Priority date (day/month/year) 
30/04/1999 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
B60K26/02 


Applicant 

BIRKBYS PLASTICS LIMITED et al 



1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 9 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



I 




Basis of the report 


II 


□ 


Priority 


III 




Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 


IV 




Lack of unity of invention 


V 


SI 


Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations suporting such statement 


VI 


□ 


Certain documents cited 


VII 




Certain defects in the international application 


VIII 




Certain observations on the international application 



Date of submission of the demand 
29/11/2000 


Date of completion of this report 
24.07.2001 


Name and mailing address of the international 
preliminary examining authority: 

European Patent Office 

D-80298 Munich 

Tel. +49 89 2399 - 0 Tx: 523656 epmu d 
Fax: +49 89 2399 - 4465 


Authorized officer >^2o5*?\ 
Rinchard, L (C ^ )) 

Telephone No. +49 89 2399 81 60 ^5*2^ 
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I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 17)): 
Description, pages: 

1 -23 as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 



Claims, No.: 



1-26 



as originally filed 



Drawings, sheets: 



1/7-7/7 



as originally filed 
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□ 



the drawings, 



sheets: 



5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

III. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

1 . The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non- 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire international application. 
B claims Nos. 17,22,26. 



□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which does 
not require an international preliminary examination {specify): 



□ the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements beloW) or said claims Nos. are so unclear 
that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 

□ the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed. 

□ no international search report has been established for the said claims Nos. . 

2. A meaningful international preliminary examination cannot be carried out due to the failure of the nucleotide 
and/or amino acid sequence listing to comply with the standard provided for in Annex C of the Administrative 
Instructions: 

□ the written form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 

□ the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 



IV. Lack of unity of invention 

1 . In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 
□ restricted the claims. 



because: 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Boxes l-VIII, Sheet 2) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMIW 
EXAMINATION REPORT International application No. PCT/G BOO/0 1435 



□ paid additional fees. 

□ paid additional fees under protest. 

El neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

2. □ This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied and chose, according to Rule 

68.1 , not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 

3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 is 

□ complied with. 

□ not complied with for the following reasons: 

4. Consequently, the following parts of the international application were the subject of international preliminary 
examination in establishing this report: 

all parts. 

□ the parts relating to claims Nos. . 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 7,9-16,18-21,23-25 

No: Claims 1-6,8 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims - 

No: Claims 1-16,18-21,23-25 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1-16,18-21,23-25 
No: Claims - 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 

VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 

VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 
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Re It m III Non-establishment of opinion with r gard to novelty, inventive 
step and industrial applicability 

1 . Claims 17, 22 and 26 were still not examined, for the same reasons as those 
listed in the previous written opinion dated 31 .01 .2001 . These reasons can also 
be found in section VII of the present international preliminary examination report. 

Re Item IV Lack of unity of invention 

1 . The separate inventions are still: 

■ A pedal control assembly device (claims 1 to 16 and 23 to 26), and 

■ The use of a specific material to realise a pedal control assembly (claims 18 
to 21). 

2. They are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept (Rule 13.1 
PCT) for the reason that the objects of those inventions are different. 

Re Item V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, 
inventive step or industrial applicability; citations and 
explanations supporting such statement 

V.1. State of the art 

1 . Reference is made to the documents already mentioned in the previous written 
opinion: 



D1 
D2 
D3 



WO 97 30863 A 
US-A-5 567 759 
DE 195 21 821 C 
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V.2. Novelty of independent claim 1 

1 . The document D1 after reconsideration of the arguments of the applicant in his 
reply letter of the 9.04.2001 is still regarded by the examiner as being the closest 
prior art to the subject-matter of claim 1 , and discloses (the references in 
parentheses applying to this document): 



a) a control pedal assembly including a frictional hysteresis providing part 
(abstract), which comprises: 

b) a first friction surface mechanically linked to a control pedal arm (fig. 3, ref . 
15c and12); 

c) a second friction surface mechanically linked to a mounting bracket of the 
control pedal assembly (fig. 1 and fig. 3, ref. 16); 

d) a pivotally mounted friction surface member carrying one of the friction 
surfaces (fig. 3, ref. 12 and 13); and 

e) a resilient member pivotally biasing the friction surface member about an 
axis, so as to resiliently bias the first and second friction surfaces into mutual 
contact over a contact region (fig. 3, ref. 15 and page 6, lines 32 to 35), 

e) the first and second friction surfaces being so shaped that the area or the 
contact region increases as the pedal is depressed, and decreases as the 
pedal mores towards a rest position (page 7, lines 27 to 34). 



The subject-matter of claim 1 does not yet differ from this known hysteresis- 
inducing pedal assembly. The subject-matter of claim 1 is still therefore not novel 
(Article 33(2) PCT). 

V.3. Novelty of the subject-matters of dependent claims 2 to 6 and 8 

1 . The examiner is also still of the opinion that the subject-matters of dependent 
claims 2 to 6 and 8 are not novel (Article 33(2) PCT) because all their technical 
features are known in combination in document D1 (see fig. 1, ref. 1, 4, 11 and 
13; page 7, lines 27 to 34; page 7, lines 4 to 7). 
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V.4. Inventive step of the subiect-matters of dependent claims 7. 9 to 13. 15 and 16 

1 . The problem to be solved by the present invention may therefore be regarded as 
to provide a pedal assembly able to resist variation in the position of the pedal due 
to bumps or shock, being easy to operate. 

2. The subject-matter of claim 7 is per se not new since it is disclosed in document 
D3 (Fig. 1, ref. 2, 5a, 10, 12 and 13). Thus, dependent claim 7 does not contain 
any features which, in combination with the features of any claim to which it refers, 
meet the requirements of the PCT in respect of inventive step. 

3 The features of claims 9 to 12 are merely straightforward possibilities from which 
the skilled person would select, in accordance with circumstances, without the 
exercise of inventive skill, in order to make a lighter, cheaper and resistant pedal 
assembly (see also D2). 

4. The subject-matters of dependent claims 13, 15 and 16 cannot be considered as 
involving an inventive step in the sense of the Article 33(3) PCT because the 
claimed technical features can be found in or inspired by document D2 (see 
abstract and column 6, lines 9 to 13). 

V.5. Inventive step of the subiect-matter of independent claims 14. 18 and 23 

1 . As far as claims 14, 18 and 23 can be understood (see also VIII), an inventive 
step assessment is hereby produced. 

2. The features of claims 14, 1 8 and 23 are mostly described in document D2 as 
providing the necessary advantages requested in the realisation of a pedal 
assembly (moulding ability, stiffness, scratch resistance, and so on...) like the one 
therein claimed. The skilled person would therefore regard it as a normal design 
option to include this feature in the pedal assembly described in document D1 in 
order to solve the problem posed. 
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V.6. Inventive step of subject-matters of dependent claims 19 to 21 , 24 and 25 

1 . The subject-matters of dependent claims 1 9 to 21 , 24 and 25 cannot be 

considered as involving an inventive step in the sense of the Article 33(3) PCT 
because the claimed technical features can be found in or inspired by document 
D2 (see abstract and column 6, lines 9 to 13). 

Re Item VII Certain defects in the international application 

1 . Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in the documents D1 to D3 is not mentioned in the description, nor are 
these documents identified therein. 

2. Claims 1 7, 22 and 26 contain references to the description or the drawings. 
According to Rule 6.2(a) PCT, claims should not contain such references except 
where absolutely necessary, which is not the case here. Furthermore, as the 
technical features they claimed are merely described in that way, they were not 
considered in this examination. 

Re Item VIII Certain observations on the international application 

VIII.1. Clarity 

1 . Claims 14, 17 and 23 are not supported by the description as required by Article 6 
PCT, as their scope is broader than justified by the description and drawings. The 
reasons are that they are written in an independent form mentioning any pedal 
assembly and not especially the one described. 

2. The vague and imprecise statement concerning the variations "within the scope of 
the invention" in the description on page 22, lines 24 to 28 implies that the 
subject-matter for which protection is sought may be different to that defined by 
the claims, thereby resulting in lack of clarity (Article 6 PCT) when used to 
interpret them (see also the PCT Guidelines, lll-4.3a). 



Form PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 4) (EPO-April 1997) 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

(PCT Article 1 8 and Rules 43 and 44) 



Applicant's or agents file reference 

P70919.WO 


FOR FURTHER 8ee Notification of Transmittal of International Search Report 

(Form PCT/ISA/220) as well as, where applicable, item 5 below. 

ACTION 


International application No. 
PCT/GB 00/01435 


International filing date (day/month/year) 

26/04/2000 


(Earliest) Priority Date (day/month/year) i 

30/04/1999 



Applicant 

BIRKBYS PLASTICS LIMITED 



This International Search Report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 

This International Search Report consists of a total of 4 sheets. 

|X| It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report 



1. Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

| I the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
' Authority (Rule 23.1(b)). 

b. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international search 
was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing : 

[ ] contained in the international application in written form. 

| | filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readble form. 

| | the statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

| [ the statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has been 

— furnished 

2. Q Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 

3. r ] Unity of Invention Is lacking (see Box II). 

4. With regard to the title, 

|T| the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

[ | the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



With regard to the abstract, 

| | the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

Ethe text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as ft appears in Box III. The applicant may, 
within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract Is Figure No. 2 

|~~| as suggested by the applicant. □ None of the figures. 

[X| because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

| | because this figure better characterizes the Invention. 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (first sheet) (July 1998) 







International application No. 


INTERNATIONAL SEA 


REPORT 


PCT/^t)/ 01435 



Bo,; III TEXT OF THE ABSTRACT (Continuation of Item 5 of the first sheet) 



A control pedal assembly (40) including a frictional hysteresis providing part 
comprises a first friction surface (52) mechanically linked to a control pedal 
arm (60); a second friction surface (54) mechanically linked to a mounting 
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